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One. in ten Scots,:;children
 

much more to be done to promote 
family values, despite the legal 
requirement for both registered 
parents to maintain regular contact 
with their child. 

Liz Smith, Scottish Conservative 

By Aran Roden 
Scottish Political Reporter .BREASrFEEDING POORDIEt 
THE shocking number of 
Scottish children being
brought up without a father 
was exposed yesterday by
'saddening' new figures. 

Almost a quarter of pre-school 
children live apart from their 
father and nearly one in ten has 
absolutely no contact with his or 
her dad. 

The findings were last night held 
up as proof of Scotland's broken 
society. 

Nearly half of all children raised 
without their biological father live in 
poor households, where the mother 
does not have ajob.

Only a small percentage of the pre­
school youngsters, aged between 
two and four, have a stepfather. 

The household income of step­
families was also found to be lower 
than families with two biological spokesman for children, schools and Institute said the vast majority of years and ten months at the timeparents. 

skills, said: 'The most worrying fathers who have never lived with of the interview, and 2,332 chil­The figures are in the latest Grow­
ing Up ip Scotland study, which is . statistic within this report is the fact their child will be young dads. dren aged about four years and 
following thousands of children from that one in four children are being Research manager Adrienne ten months. 

Burgess said: 'The more vulnera­ In the younger category, 21 perinfancy to adolescence. raised in households where there is 
There were calls last night for no resident father. This is another ble the father, the more he is cent were found to have a non­

indication of the extent of our resident father, rising to 26 per 
cent among the older group. 

pushed aside and allowed to drift 
broken society, which we ignore away.' 

More than two-thirds of theseat bur peril, especially at a time Nick Barnard, spokesman for .children had not lived with theirwhen the economic downturn Families Need Fathers, said: 'We father since birth and aroundputs additional pressures on are saddened to see a report one-third had had no contactfamily life. which yet again shows the extent at all.'There are obviously some to which some British children The authors of the report, from circumstances where family have their relationship with one the Scottish Centre for Socialbreakdown is unavoidable but it Research, were unable to explain
is essential that we do far more why this happens - but admitted 
to help couples develop good it is an 'issue of concern'.lOpeparenting skills. An Executive spokesman said:

'In this respect, we need to of pre-school children have 'Every child in Scotland deserves
make a much greater effort to to be secure and cared for as they
harness the expertise of many no contact with their father grow up, which is why our Early

{%#'...1S~:m:j';W~:~~~~~~voluntary sector groups who Years Framework focuses on sup­
work so hard to assist those parent disrupted or curtailed porting parents and reinforcing
who are experiencing family entirely. families and communities. 
difficulties. 'Research has consistently 'We would like every child to 

'We also need to ensure that the have the involvement of bothshown that children benefit when 
UK child benefit sYstem provides both parents are involved and parents in their lives - where that 
more incentives for either the while in some cases parental is safe and in the best interests of 
mother or father of young separation is sadly unavoidable, the child - yet the most impor­
children to be at home in the parent-child separation is not. -tant thing is that they have a 
earliest years of the child's life.' 'Changes need to be made loving home, whatever the family 

Liberal Democrat MSP Ross across the board, not only in unit. 
Finnie said: 'It is distressing that legislation and courtrooms, but 'The Scottish government 
so many Scottish children are also within social attitudes, to prOVides support to families 
growing up without ever living ensure that, when dealing with experiencing difficulties through 
with their fathers. The necessary children of separated families, the funding of organisations 
support needs to be available to we always remember that both such as Relationships Scotland,

local family mediation services, _so-called absent fathers to parents really do matter.' Scottish Marriage Care and Oneencourage them to form strong The study, funded by the Scot­ Parent Families Scotland.'bonds with their children.' tish Executive, uses data from 
a.roden@dailymail.co.ukThe UK,-based Fatherhood 4,193 children aged about two 


