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Abstract

This article is aimed to reflect the changes in the social strategies toward domestic violence

over the years in Korea, to interpret its meanings, and to suggest a constructive solution to
this highly prevalent social problem. In this paper, firstly we'll review the previous articles on
domestic violence, and secondly the unique characteristics of the domestic violence in Korea,
and the current issues. Lastly, we will take a look at the social backgrounds of how and why
various social policies were introduced, and discuss more effective direction: for taking a
balance among different policies regarding domestic violence.
Additionally, this article will describe a study done by Correctional Welfare Institution on
domestic violence and the negative effect and intervention it implicates. In the result section,
there will be a brief introduction of restorative justice, which is acknowledged around the
world to become an alternative to the current system, and explain our standpoint.
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Introduction

This article is about domestic violence in Korea. Since introduction of law of domestic
violence prevention in 1997, there has been a drastic improvement in social awareness of
domestic violence, however, the prevalence remains unchanged, leaving domestic violence as
a major social problem. According to the National police agency, there has been 59,000
reported cases of domestic violence during the period of 2003 to June, 2007, and 65,000 were
found abused (associated news, 26th, Oct., 2007).

Domestic Violence Every where

Domestic Violence is found all over the world and has a long history, a history perhaps as
long as the finding of the family itself. In US, 32% of the women (3,419) killed throughout
the nation in 1998 were murdered by their intimate partners (husband, ex-husband, current
boyfriend, ex-boyfriend)(Federal Bureau of Investigation). In UK, it is reported that 2 people
are killed from domestic violence every week (Women's Aid). In Japan, 5.8% of women
suffer from physical abuse (5.3% from emotional abuse and 5.2% from sexual abuse) from
their husbands (National Research by Japanese Government). Thus, it can be concluded that
domestic violence exists all around the world, and it explains the international effort to find a
solution. “Domestic violence is one of the issues that teaches us that there is no such thing as
an exception in crime, anyone could become a victim, anywhere violence could take place,
and that proper intervention is needed to prevent society from the generalization of crime.

Apart from its universal nature, domestic violence is characterized by a few other factors
that de-marcates it from other criminal behaviors. First factor that differentiates domestic
violence is the situation it takes place: In domestic violence, the offender is someone who is
very intimate with the victim-parents and children, husband and wife- and also it is most
likely to be committed in a closed, familiar circumstance. The other important factor is that
domestic violence happens not by accident but by deliberate purpose to control the victims.
Therefore, it is more private and complex than any other forms of crime. The fact that the
victims are deeply related both emotionally and economically to the offenders makes it more
complicated.

Definition and range of Domestic Violence

Domestic violence means the violence that takes place in domestic settings which needs
public intervention (Kim, 2002). Garner and Fagan's definition® of domestic violence imply
that it could have wider range according to the definition of 'family' and 'violence'. Domestic
violence could include male-on-female violence, violence between married, current or former
marital/dating partners, and can range from physical assaults, threats, to emotional abuse,
verbal abuse, harassment, and humiliation inflicted (Crowell & Burgess, 1996).

In this article, we use the definition of domestic violence from the Korean Law for domestic
violence prevention and victim protection (Chapter 1, Clause 2)9 to develop our discussion.
The Korean law for domestic violence defines the violence to include stalking, murder, rape,
sexual assault, robbery, aggravated assault, injury, violence, desertion, maltreatment, fraud,
deception and threat, extortion, confinement, and abuse between married partners, former
marital/dating partners, direct descendant, also including violence to stepchild (Law of
punishment of domestic violence).






