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 
1 In 1996 when the federal government eliminated the Canada Assistance Plan (CAP) – a cost 
shared conditional funding arrangement between the federal government and the provinces – 
replacing it with the block-funded, “no-strings-attached” Canada Health and Social Transfer 
(CHST), academic, policy and social activist commentators across the country warned of the 
possible disappearance of eligibility for welfare assistance as a basic entitlement for those in 
need as provinces were no longer assisted (through conditional matched funding the CAP) to 
provide such services. 
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2 This research is part of a larger mixed-methods study, the Social Science and Humanities 
Research Council funded Community University Research Alliance project:  Lone Mothers, 
Building Social Inclusion (2005- 2010). 
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



 









  


• 

o 


o 


• 


• 

o 


• 


• 




• 

o 
o 


• 
• 
• 




• 
• 







• 





• 










• 




• 







• 







































































































 
3 To qualify for PPMB benefits, a recipient must have been on social assistance for twelve out o 
the previous fifteen months and have a “frequently occurring or continuous medical condition 
(other than an addiction), which has been confirmed by a physician, and is likely to continue for 
at least two more years” (Carter, 2009: 9).  
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































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























 
4 This administrative data set does not identify the different categories of beneficiary recipient 
(i.e., the number of persons collecting social assistance as a “single employable,” “single parent,” 
“disabled” etc.) 
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






































         


















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





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5 This development starkly contrasts with the direction taken in the second half of the 1990s in 
the province when welfare benefits for single employables were cut significantly, widening the 
difference between benefits for single employables and the disabled. Notably, during the mid-
late 1990s, the differential between regular and disability benefits was widest (by a considerable 
margin) in Newfoundland/Labrador, compared to Ontario and BC (see Table 1 and Figure 1). 
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

















 



































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